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Remarkable progress has been 
achieved within the Region in 
the control of measles. 
Reported measles incidence in 
the Region in 2007 (6923 cases 
to date) dropped almost 90% 
from 2006 levels; the number of 
countries reporting measles 
incidence of <1 per 1 000 000 
population (elimination target) 
increased to 29 from 19 in 2007 
(map). 
 
However, there are still 
challenges in reaching the 
measles elimination goal. As of 
September, over 6762 measles cases have been reported in the European Region in 2008; six western EU 
countries (Austria, Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, the United Kingdom), and Israel accounted for 92% of the 
cases.  Three of these countries (Italy, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom) have reported 62% measles cases 
in the European Region. These measles cases have both public health and economic impact on individual 
countries. 
 
Measles outbreaks are occurring mainly due to clustering of susceptible individuals in specific high-risk groups 
(underserved minorities or unimmunized individuals based on religious or philosophical beliefs), and the failure to 
secure sufficient uptake of measles-containing vaccine in selected countries. The challenges are fed by a 
combination of public and political complacency regarding the importance of immunization, and by a disturbing 
rise in the influence of anti-vaccination groups and their dangerously misleading advocacy campaigns. The WHO 
Regional Office for Europe recommends targeting the general population at risk, as well as health care 
professionals for communication on the need for immunization and increasing the immunization coverage rates.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly surveillance update on measles and rubella surveillance in WHO European Region 
Communicable Diseases (CDS), World Health Organization, 

Regional Office for Europe, Copenhagen, Denmark 
Issue:  31 Aug 2008  (data for Jan-July 2008) 

Measles cases by WHO European  sub regions 2005 -2008(Jul)  
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Monthly newsletter published by Communicable Diseases unit (CDS) of WHO/EUROPE using monthly measles rubella surveillance data submitted by Member States and EUVAC.NET���
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